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INTERVIEWEE: Ignatius Berscheid 


INTERVIEWERS: Robert Anderson 
Dan Conner 


ANDERSON: This is an interview with Mr. Ignatius 
Bersheid for the Oral History Project by Dan Conner, 
and Robert Beacon Gtezio rarkscAvenue, Joliet; 
Mebenowd. oneMay 6, 1973 at 2=o'lctock*in the after- 


noon. 


ANDERSON: Mr. Berscheid, I would like for you: to 


tell us when and where you were born. 


BERSCHEID: My mother bought this house in 1902, in 
October, and I was born here at home on February 1, 


1903. 


ANDERSON: What were your first memories of this house? 


Peeenouse at 218 “Park Street. 


BERSCHEID: hie wasyejust a little place then, five 
rooms ‘and bath, city atet. sewer and gas already in. 
The house set low, only two steps up to the front 
re entrance. It had a cistern plus a small dug out 
earthen space below and reached by exposed steps from 


the outside. 
ANDERSON: Did your parents work on the place? 


BERSCHEID: Yes. The first improvement they made was 
to have the home raised and a full basement including 


4 taree cistern built, Joliet limestone being used. 
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SANDERSON: How long did it take them to do it? 


BERSCHEID: I wouldn't know. I was only five a 
old at the time. Still I can recall the men placing 
the jacks under the house and the actual raising. How 
they walked around the perimeter turning each jack a 
turn or two as they went until securing it level at 


the present height. 


ANDERSON: Did your father add on any rooms to this 


house? 


BERSCHEID; “Yes he’did. My brother and I needed a bed- 
room of our own. My dad added one on where the back 
porch was. The remodeling included a pantry, and an 


enclosed rear entrance and cellar way. 


ANDERSON: Did he do this himself, or did he have it 


done by a contractor? 


BERSCHEID: By a contractor. However the finishing, 


painting and paper-hanging etc. my dad did himself. 


ANDERSON: How old were you when you got your first 


job? 


BERSCHEID:" You’ know boys in those days wore short pants 
Called knickerbockers until the age of 15 or 16 years. 
Indeed wearing them defined the extent of that wonder- 


Pu. florious carefree world of boyhood. Well, shortly 
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Bi terol sot my/tiret pair: of long ones like my Dad's 
(for me the transition to wearing them permanently 

took some six to eight months or more) I was Piceide 
here one day when out of the blue Mother said swe -Put 

on your long pants and go out to the Star Peerless wall- 
paper mill and ask for a job. Be sure to tell them you 


ARE #16." 
ANDERSON: Where is this now? 


BERSCHEID: The Star Peerless is long since gone. The 
mill was located across Benton Street from where the 
Rainbow Bakery is now. IVeeorc an enter vivew oka jor, 
no. Another place I applied was the Greif Brothers 
Coopershop on Ward Avenue. This time it was my Dad 
who sent me with this bit of encouragement: “Its a 
nice clean place to work, clean material, clean every- 
thing." They took my name, address, etc. even Seeorred 
me on a mini tour of the premises, all with courtesy 
indeed, but with employment, no. I felt relieved not 
Sanding a job. It meant that inevitable decision in 
the tug-of-war developing between my strain on my 
parent's budget and the strain of my reluctance to 
surrender the freedom of boyhood was with pleasure 


again postponed. 
ANDERSON: Did you graduate from high school? 
BERSCHEID: Yes. 


ANDERSON: When did you graduate? 
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BERSOCHEID: “-cIn© 1921. 
ANDERSON: Was it Joliet Township High School? 


BERSCHEID: “«<No'. It was De LaSalle Institute, a Cath- 
Olic high for boys in charge of the Christian Brothers 


and predecessor of Joliet Catholic High School. 


ANDERSON: You went to the parochial schools. Did 


it go through all twelve grades, or did you have...? 


BERSCHEID: It was just beginning then. I was one of 
the first ones there, and took the commercial course. 


That was only three years. 
ANDERSON: Commercial course, what was that? 


BERSCHEID: Business, I went to work from there. My 
farst j0b was. out here on Cass Street. I don't re- 
member what the name of the place was. They used to 
make tanks. Fisel atanke 1.onm, like Standard Of] , the 
Ctr penal O10) tanks “that ithey Had on. the trucks. We 


used to make those. 
ANDERSON: It was pretty dirty work, wasn't it? 
Peetu ia: lt wasn't too dirty, but it was hard. 


ANDERSON: What were the wages in those days? What 


were the working hours? 


BERSCHEID: tetas we started at +30 in the morning 


Baudaoworked til) 5S with a haif hour off at noon, and on 
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Saturday we worked until one o'clock without stopping. 
$19.69 a week. It was my Dad that suggested that I go 


out there because they were paying good wages. [Laughter] 
ANDERSON: How long did you work there? 


BERSCHEID: Just during vacation, summer vacation. I 
remember yet, I was a pretty good worker, and when I 
told my boss I had one more week and-'had to go back to 
school, he got kind of angry with me. He really wanted 


me to stay there. 


ANDERSON: What was Joliet like in those days? How 
did you get around in those days? Did you ride the 


trolley car to work? 


BERSCHEID: No. Our mill, American Steel & Wire, was at 


the end of Scott Street, and we walked every day. 


ANDERSON: Was the trolley car system back there 
pretty reliable? How much did it cost to ride the 


trolley down to downtown Joliet? 
BERSCHEID: I remember it was always a nickel. 


ANDERSON: How were they powered? Did a horse draw 


them? 
BERSCHEID: They were powered by electric. 


ANDERSON: An electric trolley? 
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BERSCHEID; My Mother told me that originally they were 


horse drawn. 
ANDERSON: Do you remember a lot of horse and buggies? 


BERSCHEID: I can remember when everything was horse 
and buggy. All deliveries were made by horse and buggy. 


Fire Departments had horses, too. 


ANDERSON: The highway out there, the one you were 
Petiine us about before, was -it part dirt, and part 


gravel? What was that street made of? 


BERSCHEID: Going out Jefferson Street was a fairly good 
gravel road, two lane, and when you hit the J Track out 
there, the road divided. Half was the high road which 
was narrow gravel and the low road was just the dirt 


scraped off. 


ANDERSON: Everybody wanted to take the good road, the 


Mien toad. 


BERSCHEID: Of course, you would choose the high road, 
but you weren't going in the right direction, and the 
weaver that 1c was your ‘place “to Ret: off af ‘you met 


somebody coming the right way. 


ANDERSON: How long did it take you to go to Wilmington 


in those days? 


BERSCHEID: We never went to Wilmington, I don't even 
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think we went to Elwood. Because Chicago Street was 
only graveled out about four or five miles and then 


Baber unas, 1t WAS; nothine but scraped dirt. 


ANDERSON: How long did it take you, if you wanted to 


go to Wilmington back in those days? 
BERSCHEID: To tell you the truth, I don't know. 


ANDERSON: You were telling us before about your father 


tuning pianos and you used to go with hin. 


BERSCHEID: Not my Dad tuning pianos, but Walter West 
Panses stome in Joliet, a music store, and that's what 
he was doing on Saturdays. Since my Dad wouldn't be 
working on a Saturday and having a car he would take 


him-around in the country to tune pianos. 


ANDERSON: You have here a picture of your first car, 


could you tell us something about that? 


BeBscoHelO: I just found out, something the other day, I 
mimeavwesthoucht this was 191355 I found a postcard the. other 
day and the date on here is 10-20-1911 and it was from 

my Aunt in Bloomington. Here she says, "I heard you had 


a new car. Rest) ot wuck. lt was 1911 then: 
ANDERSON: Whattiwais! Lt? 
BERSCHEID: An EM Flanders. 


ANDERSON: Did you buy it here in Joliet? 
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BERSCHEID: Right. 


ANDERSON: Did they back it up in those days and fix it for 


you? 
BERSCHEID: Most of the problems were with the tires. 
ANDERSON:. Blew. a lot of tires, did you? 


BERSCHEID: All the time getting punctures. You know these 
tives Cdidn't stay on the wheels ‘on a hot day. If you tried 
Poetakceeny time: at all, they» would*just*fly off. Like I 
said before, they just didn't know how to make tires in 


those days. 


ANDERSON: They were made out of real rubber then, weren't 


they? 


BERSCHEID: They didn't have the know how. In other words 


Premcacvcame first and then the tires came after the car. 


ANDERSON: Where did you go with the car? What did your 


dad use it for mostly? 


BERSCHEID: My Dad was a paper hanger and painier, and he 


Meeqeit to. goon different jobs. 


ANDERSON: Was there a lot of work for paper hangers? Did 


you ever go with him? 


BERSCHEID: Oh, yes, he took me many a time, and we would 


go there and just stay ali day. 
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ANDERSON: Where did you go, right around this area or 


places like Rockdale or Lockport? 


BERSCHEID: I don't ever remember going to Rockdale, no. Did 
I tell you there was one road, Black Road from Raynor Avenue 
COetniesJ* Track. It -was the only road in good. condition, and 
we used to go out there almost every summer-evening, just 


to-driave.on it. 
ANDERSON: You said it®had* atcarbidemtank. 


Pee oeneib.  .tewas just thereson thesside.. That's the way 
you made gas for your headlights. You see the carbide was 
anetne bottom half and the top half of the tank. contained 
water. You would let the water drip on the carbide to make 


your gas, the more water the more gas you got. 
ANDERSON: How long would a tank of water last? 


BERSCHEID: I don't remember. Once your carbide was used 
Powerte went into a pile of ashes, and you just tossed it 


away and put in a new batch. 
ANDERSON: Where did you get the carbide? 


BERSCHEID: It was out on Cass Street. That was where they 
Bags tne cas. tanks, the original storage tanks in Joltet. I 
dom teknowewhno ran the place, I “think it- was Standard Oil 
anomtnat 6 Where they stored’ their @asoline... You could £il11 


up there or have it delivered. 
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ANDERSON: Oh, they delivered it. There were no gas 


Stations in those days? 


BERSCHEID: No, gee no. Cars were just getting started in 
those days. Why back in 1912 there was only 252 automobiles 


registered in the city of Joltfet. 
ANDERSON: And they delivered your gas like once a week? 


BERSCHEID: When you called them. You had to call them up 
and say the tank is nearly empty and they would come and 
faeries aWeshad..a.40-gallon tank,.-Ll believe, in the,old 
barn and the delivery man used to come and stop in the alley 
aeeusiie the pails on the truck he would fill them up, 
tiey were 5~gallon capacity. He would fill them up and 
then walk...he had to carry the gas pail by pail. My dad 
when he used to put it in the car, the car would be parked 
out here in front. He would use a water pail and a big 
funnel. The gas tank was under the front seat and you had 
to take the seat oft and unscrew the cap, insert the funnel 


and then pour the gasoline in. 


ANDERSON: How much did that car cost back in those days? 


What was the going rate for those old cars? 


BERSCHEID: EsbelLieve sthatythistone was $969 and ithat»ewas 


a fortune in those days. 
ANDERSON: How long did your father have that car? 


BERSGHEID: It :wasn't too long. He took it into Chicago 
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15 
and traded ft tn. By that time,’ Studebaker was on ‘the 
Market, and'‘we.got a Studebaker for it. 


ANDERSON: What year was that? 


BERSCHEID: I don't remember. I can still remember going 
into Chicago with him and remember him dickering for the 


Gar. 
ANDERSON: How long did that take you? To get into Chicago? 


Beeeuuesss That was'®a trip. An=ell¢day trip.> I would say 
four hours each way. Roads in those days were for the most 


Patt... 2ttle more than SAeSUA SRN right of ways. 

ANDERSON: In 1933 you said something about a canal opening. 
BERSCHEID: That's when the Illinois.Waterway was finished. 
ANDERSON: And you watched this whole process? 

BERSCHEID: Yes. 

ANDERSON: .How did they do it? How did they build this canal? 


BERSCHEID: be was the Stare ot Illinois that had this ddea 
Porevyerars and years. It was in: the 1920's they got-going 
Braewent as far as they could, and then they broke. The canal 


was about half built and then the government took over. 


ANDERSON: What kind of equipment did they use to build this? 
They didnt have ‘bulldozers back then, did they? Big tractors 


Aparthings like.-that.did they? 
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BERSCHEID: Nothing like they have now days, no. I re- 
member when they were digging the channel from the 
Brandon Locks back to the river again; they did almost 


Siw OL tChat-by-hand. 
ANDERSON: You mean men down there with shovels? 


BERSCHEID: Do you remember when the Grant's built their 
store? When they had rraee air ental breaking the 

Socks. That's the way they dug the canal out down there, 
by public service. They had maybe 40 or 50 going contin- 
Mousty, aaynand night. Drilling the holes and then they 


would blast it. 
ANDERSON: It took them four years to do this? 
Pereocnns, Oh, more than that. The canal was a big job. 


ANDERSON: They had the water routed away from ese and 
dug this ditch. When did they let the water in? Were 


you there when they let the water in? 


BERSCHEID: They kept the water in the old river bed 
running all the time. While they were building the walls, 
they filled in about 20 feet on each side and the water 
Wou1g run down the middle and) they kept it running that 
Way until the canal was finished. Through Joliet to 
Brandon Locks, there was no digging; just a matter of 


walling up the channel. 
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ANDERSON: Do you remember when they put those big 


bridges in up there? 


BERSCHEID: Jackson Street was the first one finished. 

I remember when my dad, yet, because he was in the band 
at the time they had the ceremony opening the bridge. 
They played and they were out on the bridge when they 
were playing. My dad was kidding somebody, you know, 
don't make it too loud; might knock the bridge down. And 
Bpene i1shalcertain. truth/toi,that.. «lyknowypeople-with:a 
Sertain kind.of:a voice can break a glass. It depends on 


the vibration. 


ANDERSON: Jackson was the first one open, what was the 


second? 


BERSCHEID: Cass Street. The last one was McDonough 


Street. 


ANDERSON: They started in the North and worked their way 
PerouweiascHey build them alice at once? Or did they 
build one and finish that one and then start on the next 


one? 


BERSCHEID: Oh, yes, one at a time. That was enough. 
Cass Street and Jefferson I do believe were built together. 
Atetne end of Van Buren?’ -Street, the state built a bridge 
across the river. It was a wooden bridge just temporary, 
over the water level. It was built to get the.streetcars 


running, that was the main thing, to keep the street cars 
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running uninterruptedly for the duration. 


CONNOR: How was the water then? Could you fish in the 


canal? 
BERSCHEID: No. 
CONNOR: Never? 


BERSCHEID: The fish went out of the river when the lock 
for the drainage canal came into existance, and that was 
about 1901. They started dumping that dirty water into 


the Des’ Plains River at Lockport. 
ANDERSON: That's been polluted that long? 


BERSCHEID: Yes. You see in this picture where they are 
blowing up the old Jefferson Street bridge. That was the 
original bridge across the DesPlaines River. That's when 
the ar was clean. The Sanitary District Canal was 
opened in 1901, and then dirty water was just mixing. 

That was the end of fishing. My dad used to tell me there 


was fishing in the river. 


ANDERSON: You mentioned that piece of paved road that the 
prisoners built, you said you went out and looked at it, and 
Walked every bit of it. The first sbection of paved road 


or oD. Le to 


BEBRSGHELD: Right. Concrete road was built four miles 


east of Joliet. It was eight feet wide and a mile long. 
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ANDERSON: Did you see that? 


BExoCHEITD:a.-Yes,’ Lishad “a,nelghbor, after tt ‘was finished , 
he took me out there on a bicyecle@and|wevrode it. @ In 1911, 


I was only eight years old then. 


ANDERSON: How long did it take to build that? Do you 


remember? 


BERSCHEID: No. I would guess that it was built in less 


than a year. 


ANDERSON: The prisoners from the Joliet Penitentary built 


that? 


BERSCHEID: Yes, it began at Cherry Hill road on what we 
noweeati~Route 30, and ft continued. a litte ways, a halt 
mile or so. It went past Gougar's. It was more or less 


built as an experiment. 


ANDERSON: Mr. Berscheid, we have a bill from the IJ 
BeackeHala, Rlectrical, Gontractors, September 17, 1910. Ge 
Waa to install electrical cirewitry in your house, could 


you tell us something about that? 


BERSCHEID: Before that, we had gas,.and this is the 
Original contract forthe original wiring in my home here. 
September 17, 1910. That's when the house was wired, and 
the: cost was $45 complete with fixtures, that was the con- 
Boece An Oa Otto, extra ishts...S4: and one 60. watt 


tungston lamp, believe it or not was $1.05. 
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ANDERSON: You bought the lamps from them, and the whole 
works? Didn't they have to tear some of your walls apart 


to put the wiring in? 


BERSCHEID: No, they went up in the attic and spread the 
wires through the attic and then down through the walls 


to the buttons and then downstairs. 


ANDERSON: So they wired your whole house. How long did 


Pieroeke them “to do that? Did they do tt im ‘a day? 
BERSCHEID: I don't remember, I was too small to remember. 


ANDERSON: But you do remember the electric lights? What 


did you think of the electric lights when you saw them? 


PehocrelLot You got me there. But I remember this, that 
Perec. ty COsts. "tou gor the bill there, I believe it 


Mectv to cents a kilowatt. 


ANDERSON: There is an Economy light and Power Company 


mmereror Janwary 23, 2911. lt was 62 k4“owatt hours. 
BERSCHEID: That was the meter reading. 


ANDERSON: Eleven ko lowatt hours, and the bill was $1.49 


Su eyoOuUlS OL” fo 4o Cent discount for paying Lt within fif- 


teen days from the date. 


BERSCHEID: but. Tealizce now, alter L found ‘these old 
biiebs that electricity in those days cost a fortune. I 


can remember my Dad leaving the light on downstairs all 
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night; and Mother giving Him bloody hell for-it.«« Now I ican 
realize why. That was an expensive error in those days. 


At least my Mother knew so. 


ANDERSON: When did you get a telephone? You had a tele- 


phone, didn't you? 


BERSCHEID: As long as I can remember, we had a telephone. 
In fact, there was two telephone companies in Joliet. We 
had what we called the Northwestern to begin with. My 
Dad told me about that, but their service was terrible. 


So we changed over to the Chicago Telephone Company. 


ANDERSON: We have a bill here for the Chicago Telephone 
Company, it's for the month of December 1910, $1.50 was 
the cost and I guess you had to have two sets of telephone 
numbers didn't you; one for the ea eet and one for the 


Chicago? 


BERSCHEID: Right, all companies in Joliet had both tele- 


phones. 
ANDERSON: The Northwest was terrible? 


Bene Bild) eiThatis what my Dade said,’ so we got) rid: of it. 
You will notice on the bill heads that the Northwestern 
telephone numbers are low, so they didn't have too many 


subsicribers in Joliet. 


ANDERSON: Let's see if we can find your telephone number. 
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BERSCHEID: 192R. I can remember my dad saying one time, 


an easy number to remember, because it's the year 1926. 
ANDERSON: It wasn't a dial phone was it? 
BERSCHEID: No, no it was a wall telephone. 


ANDERSON: Any you...how did it work, what did you have to 


qd@fto make Wt work? 


SBERSCHEID: Just lift «the sreceiiver and *put it to your ear 

and when central answers and says number please, you gave 

Wer “the number wanted and she diduthe rests4 The letter safter 
the number signifies what telephones are on the party line 
mic you share with your neighbors. The "KK" was our 


better. We had.a four-iparty line. 


ANDERSON: It says here, “Do not wait for the collector to 
call on the phone bill, subscribers are urgently requested 
to remit to the Manager as above, manager 407 Clinton 


Srrece, fJopietrytlibinois es” 


BERSCHEID: That (pitittne. is stall there, if vou look. upon 
the top you can see the outline "Chicago Telephone Company" 
where the lettering was taken off. In 1930, they erected 
their new building on Ottawa Street and I can remember when 
they tore the street up and put the new connecting cable 


Pree COuUstNewoldspuiloines LO the new. Lipwas@quite a job. 


ANDERSON: Here is a bill from the Hubbard News area Agency, 


io cout cotter Street, that is the Chicago phone 1163. 
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BERSCHEID: And what was the Northwestern phone, do you have 


thatethete? 


ANDERSON: No, they didn't. I guess they only had a Chicago 
phone. Said here that the Newspaper, Evening American, was 

30¢. The total for the bill for the month of February 1 to 

March 1, 1911 the bill was 30¢. Was that the only news- 


paper in town? 


BERSCHEID: These listed are the Chicago papers. The Joliet 
Herald News was the local paper. It has been in existence, 


oh a tremendous number of years but not under the same name. 


ANDERSON: What were they before? Do you remember? 


BERSCHEID: There was two newspapers in Joliet, on was the 
Joliet Herald and the other was the Joliet News. So they 


combined and that's where you get your Joliet Herald-News. 


ANDERSON: Did most people get the Herald News? Today it is 
looked as one of the...worst newspaper in town. Too many 
newspapers don't print the things they should. The Herald 
Tees one of them. What was it like back then? Did most 


people like it? 
BERSCHEID: I-never had any complaints about it. 


ANDERSON: Let's see here we have a bill, Mr. Berscheid, 
from theliutchinsomiransfer Livery,-October 24, 1910. ~Can 


you tell us something about that? 


Peo Ds Slahad tits sone up to Senior Citizens Carter Halil. 
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The reason I brought it: up there, was because it Parane sneer 
esting bill ‘head. for Ynstunce 141) tvead tio Huchinson 
Transfer and Livery, Express and Piano Moving, Funeral, 
Wedding and Party Hacks. I was talking about hacks the 
other day and somebody asked what is a hack? I said you know 


what a stage coach is, well a hack isa-miniature one. 


ANDERSON: What did you use those hacks for? What was... 


do you remember... 


BERSCHEID: Funerals; since there was no cars in those 


days,they provided transportation for funerals. 
ANDERSON: Then they are all funeral buggies? 


BERSCHEID: Yes. I remember when my sister died, we had 
about 24 and each one could hold 4 people and each hack 


engaged a driver. 

ANDERSON: Were they a good company to do business with? 
BERSCHEID: Yes. 

ANDERSON: Let's see, where were they? 

BERSCHETD: On Collins Street. 


ANDERSON: On Collins Street. Here. we have a bill from the 
Union or U and I Transfer Company Number 7 Scott Street. They 


have a Chicago phone. 


BERSCHELDS This is a bill from my dad getting his tools 
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moved. In fact, it's itemized right here, June the first 
from 155 Hickory Street to 807 Nicholson, and then Cor Beis 
Baroy three Bitops, 75¢. Then during the 16th, Peelines to 
1700 Nicholson Street. Peelings was the paint store on 

Bluff Street. That's where my dad traded. Fifty cents. Ev- 
idently my dad forgot to pay his bills in ee days, because 


Sime eenerec, sbalancesJune thes tiret.apyer due $5.23..." 


ANDERSON: Is that. how contractors who didn't own their own 


wagons, hired these people to go in and do it? 
BERSCHEID: Yes. 


ANDERSON: That's kind of handy. Well, I guess you couldn't 
afford not to do business with then. Ate Eee ene oot pe. 
they could probably save you a lot of money and the expense 


of buying a horse and feeding him. A good business. 


BeacVUbLD: That was «b9.15 ,snow mre dare cget ting finto vethe 


modern things. [laughter] 


ANDERSON: Here we have a bill from Barrett Hardware for 


SP a0 efor.Colunbia ryeGelis il iMaybe youlccan<.. 


BERSCHEID: Columbia: Dry Cells that was the origimal battery 
Porestarting your car. Each dey cell was one volt and a half. 
We put four together and you had your six volts of dry battery 


StLawiomciipower. 


ANDERSON: You had to buy these from Barretts? 
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BERSCHEID: Any hardware store in those days, these particular 
ones came from Barrett's but I think any hardware store sold 
them in those days. But trading at Barretts, that's where 


we bought them. 


ANDERSON: In other words you didn't have a wet battery in 


those days. 
BERSCHEID: They were yet to be invented. 
ANDERSON: You couldn't recharge them either could you? 


BERSCHEID: No, they were just like flashlight batteries. 


That's all they were. Maxi flashlight batteries. 
ANDERSON: How long did they last? 


BERSCHEID: It would depend on how many days you used them. 
They had what you called a switch up in front and we would 
Mereakons the batteries, then my dad would get out and crank 
Bie eats. Just as soon as the car would Sod i we would 
switch off the batteries to save them and switch on what we 


called the magneto. 


ANDERSON: Here we have a bill for a Bert H. Stevens, Storage 
Warerooms and Transfer I T. Says here, "We move anything, 
anytime, anyplace.” for September 16, 1910. We are back 


in the old days. Can you tell us about that? 


BERSCHEID: This is for my dad moving is) toolsitrom “job 


fojob.. One Beton, 25¢. Two steps, Ss0¢. 


- ANDERSON: Here we have a bill for Carter Floral Company. 
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BERSCHEID: Carter Floral Company is one of our own neighbors 


right over here on Cassidy Avenue and Cass Street. 
ANDERSON: Did your mother buy the flowers? 


BERSCHEID: This is for John Deve one vont 52 tia CaS «1 y 


brother. 
ANDERSON: Oh, he bought the flowers? 


BERSCHEID: I can't imagine what they were for. Like they 
Bay, a2 spray of flowers $2.45.° That was a luxury in those 


days. 


ANDERSON: Here's one from the Flint Sanitary Milk Company, 
Pasteurized Milk and Cream, 406 Collins Street and that 


was in 1909. Could you tell us something about that? 


BERSCHEID: i had that ap at, Senior Citizens Carter Babin, 
my first job. My mother would give me a dollar to go over 
and purchase these Pave Ati Gkevs’. See the tickets down 

here. They were perforated, you would tear them off and 
place them in your milk bottle and early in the morning 

the driver would deliver your milk. Your ticket would be 

in your milk bottle which was returned to the dairy. es 
Vouuwould leave your ticket in the bottle on the front 


poe cl ebe would “know your needs, pint, quart, etc; 


ANDERSON: Whet would he do with the ticket? Take LtuwiLth 


him? 


BPRhRoomriD; Wo, heswotild leave it right in ‘the vbettle. ~He 
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would know then that you had already paid. In other words 


these tickets you put in bottles were paid Tor. 


ANDERSON: That seems like a good system to use. Then you 


didn't have to bother people collecting from them. 


BERSCHEID: In the winter time your milk would push the 
Gap. out and it would be an inch or two.over the tep. That 


would be frozen, ice cream. 


ANDERSON: What would you have to do, thaw it out? Thaw it 


out and use it. 


BERSCHEID: You see in those days milk wasn't homogenized 
and the cream came to the top of the bottle. The milk was 


on the botton. 
ANDERSON: Was it raw milk? Or was it pasteurized. 


BERSCHEID: Pasteurized, yes. In other words it would 


separate. 


ANDERSON: Did those people sell eggs and cheese too and 


everything? 
BERSCHEID: No, just milk products. 


ANDERSON: And here we have a bill from the Joliet Dry Goods 


Company for November, 1910. The balance was $16.50. 


BERSCHEID: My mother must have had an account there or my 


dad. The Joliet Dry Good Company was where the Rialto is 
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built now. They were ae the Chicago Street Side. 
ANDERSON: What did they sell there? What types of things? 
BERSCHEID: ALIPdry cence. 


ANDERSON: Flour? 


BERSCHEID: No, merchandise, like clothing and material. 

I remember they started selling groceries in the basement 
and I used to...my mom would send me down there quite often 
to buy the advertised specials. Boston Store also had a 
grocery department but they didn't continue in business too 


long. 


ANDERSON: Did you have in those days...you used an icebox 


probably didn't you? Did you have an ice man? 


BERSGCHEID: oRight, right. «Ins those days making the ice and 
delivering it was a regular business. JI used to do some 
delivering, the do-it-yourself kind. We traded with the 
Joliet Ice Company. They were located right out here where 
Leach Lumber is now. They used to make ice right there 

and my job was to go with my little wagon and get the ice 


and keep the home icebox filled. 


ANDERSON: You couldn't buy meat a week in advance then could 


you? 


BERSCHEID: No, there was no refrigeration in those days 


except an icebox. Every household had one. 


CONNOR: Did they keep things pretty cool? 
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BERSCHEID: No, nothing like now. It was just cool, that's 


all. 
ANDERSON: So you had to buy ice? 


BERSCHEID: In the summer time, it would be every other 
day we would go out and buy. ice, 50° ibs of ice. It was 
the ice melting that made it cool. We didn't get our 


Sxecttic refrigeratar until 1937. 


ANDERSON: I'11l bet your mother really liked that didn't 


she? 


BERSCHEID: Right. I'11 never forget my mother. We bought 
femecariy, possibly» around the first» of “April. “Lt set out 
pe the dining! room;.she wouldn't. usecit.< «She satd wait 
ur Lette res: good amd hot  [Taughtér] Today, 36 years 


Pacer, tt is still in daily use. 


ANDERSON: Do you remember...were you working in a steel 
mill at the time of the depression? You went to work there 


Aceves. Did -vyou-get Laideoit? 


BERSCHEID: No, we didn't get laid off but what we did,went 


en earshort times 
ANDERSON: How many hours? 


HERSCHEID:. But one thine they did? do. for you, :they made @ 
lot of work in those days for you. Ins ather words , alike 


fixineunp itheir property, repairing, and different things. 
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We would work our regular turns. Well I'11 tell you,.one 
year we worked very good,up until July, and from,July to 
December I think I put in 16 days; and I was one of the 
lucky ones. In those last 6 months, others worked Tess 


than 16 days in production, the Depression at it's height. 


ANDERSON: When the stock market crashed in 1929 what were 


you doing then? Do you remember? 


BERSCHEID: Well it just came out in the paper, that terrible 
Black Monday when everybody sold and nobody bought and that 


moe 11. 
ANDERSON: It was called Black Monday? 


BERSCHEID: Black Monday. Black Friday came first and then 


came Black Monday, the real break.- 
ANDERSON: How did you... 


BERSCHEID: We just took it in stride. We couldn't do any- 
thing about it. I only had four shares of stock. What 
happened, everybody was buying the stock. That's what caused 
the crash, everybody was buying and buying on short terms 


on credit. That's where the trouble came in. 


PivoeooN: Dida w@lotr or people here ini Joliet: lose every- 
thing they had? I suppose that's when a lot of companies 
went out of business. Do you nse of anybody who really 
lost during the Depression, you know, anybody who had to 


close up stores in Joliet? 
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BERSCHEID: I can't recall right now. But I will give you 
an idea here,there was two or three banks that closed in 
Joliet. I had my money in Joliet National Bank and they 
closed up in 1931 or ‘32. Eee toa, got panicky and was 
taking their money out. Well ;anyway,; I have here how they 
paid the depositors off. They closed in 1932 and their 
first dividend was paid in November 26, 1934, 40 percent. 
Zbeyreason forsthe.40 -—percentyz the large amount, was that 


they owned the building and they had to sell everything. 
ANDERSON: And they paid you 40 percent of what you had? 


BERSCHEID: At that time, that was November 26, 1934, then 
November 2, 1937, three years later, we got a 10 percent 
Mmumtaenad:. And April 16, 1938 eweveot.andther lO percent; 
then we had to wait two years and we got a 5 percent 
dividend. So inuother words they paid-oii,./2 percent over 
a Pertad of 10 years, a long, long wait. A489 eerste 


waa the dead loss. 


ANDERSON: You went on short hours you said at the wire 
mill, yeu only worked a few days a week or two days a week 


or something? 
BERSCHEID: Often one. And sometimes none. 


ANDERSON: Did they call you when they wanted you to come 


into work? 


BERSCHEID: That was one of the problems I had. I had to go 
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up there every Monday morning and report for work, and if 


no work, they just sent you home. 
ANDERSON: What did you do when they sent you home? 


BERSCHEID: The Cooper Shop had a particular schedule and 
in every department the schedule was different. We worked 
Monday, Stay home until the next Tuesday, go out Tuesday and 


stay home until the next Wednesday, etc. 
ANDERSON: What did Roosevelt do? 


BERSCHEID: In answer to your question, Roosevelt got 
Government programs going. One they called WPA, the Works 
Poopreso -Adminieatratlonjand I can recall they built the 
Benton Street Bridge over Spring Creek and about the same 
time they're working out here on Benton Street, they laid 


the aid oy from our alley to Cass Street. 
ANDERSON: Did you do any work with them? 
BERSCHEID: No. 

ANDERSON: Was that aJl they did in town... 


BERSCHEID: No, that's just what they did around here, what 


I can remember. They put in several sidewalks. 


ANDERSON: That was a big business then. Putting in side- 


walks. 


BERSCHEID: Whenever the property owners would agree that 


nN 
: i 


iY 


oo 


a 
. on 


: Ae - 
. = : ne a 7 
Li > jo Dt <a ¥ < ara Sage Was ; ta 
tt bam ,dxew 40% s20qet hae padi 


} oe - "i 2. 
é | - geod woe same 
oy - gh yes: 


~- ° My 
; : , peti ie — 


a 


; - ' a e 

fewod uwoy tase yosts note of woe BE aa 
: —_ rn ak Os 

j a . 

é : 7 1 

S345 i Pe ae tO - Pr id ¢ qe Seqa< ) L fa ~ 


’ 


ad » 
> ij a ie 7 «ify hes °2 SH Irawst teqab I9 
Gg a Ae 
1s whe Ling sued quae et 
7 i 
“! ren sno Lrowe saon YS; 
ny ¢ a 
+ 
g & y hd 
Aa = ty 
7 > 3 b sf 4 : CLaA302 72. 
oe ms 
. - = pk 
3 ef ‘ot Ivete laeee 
- pA - es 
. ) * ; . a rT QC . s 
Ave, 
bo iv tpess? aod aeee 
a 
. 
. 
‘ : ; 
25 “i ‘ awt 
f 
4 C iL vense oda 
9 , aad ¥ 7 ? 
f a TH 
t . ew shOasATe | 
oa ==- ana id 
my 


34 


they needed new sidewalks, they would get the WPA to construct 


them. 


ANDERSON: Did they do a lot of road work and things like 


that? 


BERSCHEID: I don't think so. Forest perserves and state 


parks and so on. 

ANDERSON: CCC Camps. Was there any of that around here? 
BERSCHEID: Yes, one at Dresden down near Morris someplace. 
ANDERSON: People really liked Roosevelt. They thought... 


BERSCHEID: Well, anything to get a job. In other words 


they made these jobs. 


ANDERSON: How long did it take to come back from the 


Depression? When did you... 


BERSCHEID: When Joliet really pulled out of the Depression 


was when the munitions came here. 
ANDERSON: When was that? 


BERSCHELD: (it was sometime tin ‘the late 1930's.: I just 
asked one of the fellows the other day was that before 
Pearl“Harbor. He said yes, quite some time before. That's 
when Joliet really pulled out and began to grow, expand 


as a community. 


ANDERSON: How about the wire mill? When did that come 
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back? When did you start working normally? 
BERSCHEID: It was quite some time later. 
ANDERSON: Business wasn't still too good after Rone 


BERSCHEID: No. Of course after Pearl Harbor that was 


the end of the Depression. Everything became rush, rush. 


ANDERSON: During WWII what did you make? Did you make 


eovyenmilitarys <2 


BERSCHEID: The only thing we did was to make a special 


barb wire. It was what they called Concertina Barb Wire. 
ANDERSON: Concertina Barb Wire. We had it in Vietnam. 


BERSCHEID: And then they went out and hired women to make 
the Concertina, it was an easy job. They had several 


women making it, clamping it together. 
ANDERSON: Putting the barbs on the wire. 


BERSCHEID: No, the barbed wire came out and they were 


raveling it. Assembling it in large diameter rolls. 
ANDERSON: OnP yest roLlingettceini ys. 


BERSCHEID: It was just like a Concertina when you would 


fur it open, it would Spring ialld. over... 


ANDERSON: The Depression shut the wire mill down. Right 


after Pearl Harbor what happened in the wire mill? 
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BERSCHEID: Things begin to pick up. Picked up real good. 


ANDERSON: What did you make then? Did you make more 


Concertina Wire? 


BERSCHEID: Everything, Concertina Barbed Wire was our 


mill's specialty on three turns. 
ANDERSON: Three turns, what's that? 


BERSCHEID: Making it around the clock. I think we made 


two carloads a day. 


ANDERSON: Was there any other big factories around besides 
the wire mill and the munitions industry in those days? 


Were they the biggest things in Joliet? 


BERSCHEID: Munitions was. I had a neighbor and he came 
over one day when the munitions was locating here and 
buying up all the land, and he brought me a little sack of 
potatoes. It seems as though he was a farmer and his 
folks were farmers and he was complaining about government 
takane all this: ood Land Gut Ob rarm production. He 
showed me these wonderful potatoes he had, and you know he 
really made up a pretty good story. There were no other 
potatoes like those in the United States. He talked to me 
Boot, an Voureor soranda when he got all through, be went 
home and he took all the potatoes. I mean I never got to 


taste them. [laughter ] 


CONNOR: People were complaining that the munitions took 
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up the farm land. 


BERSCHEID: Itedid.. But .the-way I2understand, it; they never 
destroyed it. It's still there. There may come a day when 
they will return it. I*mean. the-land itself:wasn"t tore up 


ttetott comldn t. be restored, to farming. 


ANDERSON: Ok, Mr. Berscheid, we have a newspaper here, the 
1959 Progress Addition. Would you tell us about the picture 


up here at the top Left hand corner? 


BERSCHEID: This one up here is entitled, "When Dobbin Was 
King", fwo citizens stop to discuss politics on the corner 
of Chicago and Jefferson Streets at the turn of the ae 
ea tue Wil County, CourtiHouse is visible, at left..= Its 
elaborate front porch ts now, gone. _In.the back ground 

left is the old Will County National Bank Building where 
the Charlston Building now stands. SELeet, car trackse run 
down Jefferson Street and in the far background is one of 
the cars. Hous cae one buggies stand at the hitching posts 
along the street. Note the many wires carried on the poles 
along the curbing. SOME OL Lie ul tdings. to the Tight are 
ai Stands, bite eee roca youl before, this’ bullding is 


long gone. Down here are the buildings before the Boston 


Store was erected. 


ANDERSON: What! s¥thisthere? Is this the bidecourthouse 


here? 


BERSGHEID: “es, «that’s the courthouse and the front porch. 
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You don't remember that. It started -to fall down so they 
removed it altogether. You will note in those days how 

high the sidewalks were: Nowadays it is just the opposite. 
And if they add another layer of blacktop to the streets 

they are going to have to raise the buildings. I like to 
recall this picture because it was when the Rock Island 
Railway ran through the courthouse yard. Le -crgesed 

Chicago Street just south of the intersection of Jefferson 
and you will note here that Scott Street wasn't built up 

in those days. There was nothing here at all. Scott 

Vineet was built up inthe 1920s, “that's when. the town had 
no place else to expand, and now downtown hasn't any place 

to grow because it's hemmed in by the railroads. Can you 
imagine what Joliet would be like today with the Rock Island 
tracks crossing Jefferson Street, Chicago Street, through 

the courthouse yard and across the intersection of Washington 
and fOnaas Streets. Here is the old tower of the courthousSe. ° 
The camera man was sitting on the roof someplace, and I 
remember walking down the old Rock Island tracks to the 
alley by the Princess Theater. We used to come down town 


and go to the Princess that way. 


ANDERSON: What kind of movies did they show back there in 


the Princess? 


BERSCHEID: They were all real stories in those days, all 


together different than now. Silent. I can remember the 
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fixcat talking picture yee came along and boy was that a 
thet ii: I was thinking how in the world are they going to 
show a story like in the old days when they had everything 
written. It would come up on the screen, and you would 
read it and then the picture would continue. How in the 
world are they going to make a movie and not have any of 


that explanation. [laughter] 


ANDERSON: What's this picture right below the center on 


the right here? 


BERSCHEID: This is the old Cass Street Bridge before the 
waterway. Llt's looking from Bluff Street toward “the 
Southeast. I remember when they took the first piece of 
that bridge down. You will notice ‘that this bridge is on 
the level. All the old bridges were on the level, and now 


they are all humpback. 
ANDERSON: There were no boats on the waterway in those days? 


BERSCHEID: No, this is the Desplaines River, a fast flowing 
Btream, wery. fest Hlowing ses bhcounsesthe Water :came.1cover 
the sbacksion iSitueet dam, aridjuthene wie lai bie fazhk from tthe 
Jackson Street down to about McDonough and the water ran 


napidiy through here’. 


ANDERSON: Did the people in Joliet have boats and get on 


the wiver! 


BERSCHEID: No. That was rapids....You see in those ,old 


days there was one street car track running on Chicago 
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Street. The-street avicne wee down Chicago Street and over 
Jefferson and back up North on Ottawa Street to maton to 
CUeeasomsotveet. | Din wyourynoticerallathe.old wires?» I ‘can 
Btill (remember ‘that. And:the Jlingthe:early days used to 
run two passenger trains between Joliet and Aurora. And 
Phen inplater years; I think¥it»wassins19043.they butit 
eae Aurora, Plainfield, Joliet*StreetsaCar .Line« Then the 
J went out of the passenger business. And when they built 
the street car lines from here to Chicago Heights they used 
Patzeenald ’s storesror (theirs Joliet terminal.  ,Hére are 
pictures of the old McKenna Mill: You know what they used 
to do? Take old rails--worn out rails--and reprocess them 
fOresttect car lines. Thats where myounclesfirst, worked. 
During summer vacation I would carry his lunch out to hin. 
My Aunt Nora wanted to see that he had a hot meal at 
dinner time. People were like that in the old days. I 
feaeieato captureswhatiwe-just didstoday in a little, song 
Srepoen that lehave here. Isamynotea singer:, »" Turn, baek 
Enemtame to vesteryear, to ‘therdays, it. used, tox be. »Let.'s 
Pecal. againias it was, from ther: files, of, memory... And tet 
Nomreddedte Like it was, thet, thersworld way neay ands see 
we'll live once again those days way back when for the 


record called history.---Oral History, this is." 
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McDonough Street, 17,39 
McKenna Mill, 40 
Monday, 33 

BO ee ash 
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Munitions, 34,36 


Newspaper, 23 
Nicholson, 25 

Nora, Aunt, 40 
Nowtkr,.1 7,40 
Northwestern, 21,23 
November, 28,32 


October, 5 

Oral History, 40 
Urelieanuiastory Project, 75 
Ottawa Street, 22,38,40 


Parks Avenue, 5 

Party Hacks, 24 

Pearl Harbor, 34,35 
Peelings, 25 

PelLss. Satn.,. 25 
Piaintieid, 40 

Power Company, 20 
Princess Theater, 38 
Progress Addition, 37 


Rainbow Bakery, 7 
Raynor Avenue, 13 
Rialto, 28 
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Rock Island Railway, 38 
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meomuaday, 9,11 
Seutteatreet, 9,38 
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September, 19,26 
Toth,.2 

South Joliet Street, 22 
Spring Creek, 33 
Seeoncaruevil, §8,13 

Star Peerless, 7 

Beeve sot sLhlinois, 15 


18 


Stevens, Bert H., 26 

Storage Warerooms and Transfer 
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U and I Transfer Company Number 
iAScottreatrectny (24 

Union, 24 

United States. 36 


Van Burean Street, 1/7 
Vietnam, 35 


Ward Avenue, /7 

Washington, 38 

Wedding, 24 

Wednesday, 33 

West, Walter, 11 

"When Dobbin Was King", 37 

Will County Court House, 37 

Will County National Bank 
Budsl_ding’, #37 

Wilmington, 10,11 

Works Progress Administration, 33 

WWII, 35 

WPA. os 4 


; fe a " 
¥ aa Ph 
= Fema « ' 


Po 


_.% o204 Saeveae 
emote tBW age tos? | 


cl. ,Yoda 


cE eet 


ivnasaTtT IT bea 9 
33092 \ 

SS, gota’ 

OE .s938232 bas rae 


S432 heotve aev 


ssabaW €: «20a alow es cf. aa 
{ , anew Oe, ge, fa testa 
J i% é 
; é af: 


adobuge 


yi 


Vann ue 


R is 
BE rere: seen 

Ti . aékS tbSA Bee a 

ae 

\ oexesed well 

EL .ounews rae 

é cS: at q 

St gbaetal 2 

Bt yowh Lat “tes bb 
G4. 2 b' 

dk, be sAteyal 

a ee 

sonata 
; iL, Or avel a 
ef. @ , soe8sS.: 
7,83 %809 Silane > Bi 


faene? 


~’ . 


tial 
To, 25 - 


“ah. a 
Sy 


ae s 

~ wo 
Me 

7 a 


\ ’ < 
as N 
~ ~ , 
‘ F x 
~ ’ ae AT 7 


